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The Spanish Flu 

 

In 1920 Dorchester County had a recorded population of 27,895 which 

was a decline of about 2.5% since 1910.  There are quite a few factors 

for this– was the Spanish Influenza one of them?   

 

This global pandemic was caused by the H1N1 influenza virus and was 

nicknamed the Spanish flu because WWI censors would not allow the 

numbers out for the other nations which were hit the hardest.   

 

After researching the Democrat & News weekly newspaper it became 

apparent that Dorchester residents had quite a bit on their plates as the 

summer of 1918 came to a close.   

 

While the Great War would end by November 1918, those on the 

homefront were not optimistic of that in August.  Articles urged them to 

hold their War Bonds, save their peach pits and nut shells to help in the 

manufacture of gas masks and more.  Local retailers were being fined 

for charging too much for sugar as the price had been set due to a short-

age.  Farmers had concerns with their hogs as well and were holding 

‘hog cholera meetings’ to address them.   

 

The obits of the time usually listed the cause of death and frequently 

during this period it was given as “pneumonia after contracting the in-

fluenza.”  The number of 

deaths each month grew 

quickly to about 25 in   

October 1918 and tapered 

off through the rest of that 

year.  In January of 1919 

there were about 20 lives 

lost according to the          

D & N.  From then on 

there are next to none rec-

orded.  While information 

cannot be fully trusted, it 

seems that Dorchester was 

largely spared.  The decline 

in population probably was 

the migration of people 

from farms to cities.   

 

The first local warning about the flu came October 11th, 

as seen above.  It was followed very closely by ‘war news.’ 
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DCHS Board of Trustees 

 

Officers: 

President  
     Lynne Mills 

Vice President 
     Carole Towers 

Treasurer 
     Jane Weeks 

Secretary 
     Nancy Malwitz 
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Andy Holliday 
Shirley Jackson 
Cindy Ringgold Johnson 
Mary Nabb 
Clara Mae Stephens 
Zeke Willey 
Bill Wise 
Ann Wisner       
                

Curators: 
Building & Grounds 
      Charles Pax 
Native American  
     Terry Crannell 
Hunting & Trapping 
      Ronnie Newcomb 
 

Executive Director: 
     Ann W. Phillips 

Administrative Assistant 
     Mitch Anderson 
 

 
 

 

  Special Spring Fundraiser– We Need Your Support! 

 

Bill Wise, DCHS Trustee and retired businessman, is also a recognized local artisan.  

Mr. Wise has been creating and repairing stained glass pieces for many years.  More 

recently he has been crafting fused glass art, jewelry and home décor pieces.  Now he 

has crafted some very special pieces that we will be offering for raffle.  There will be 

three prizes which each include two pieces as shown  below.  To participate and sup-

port DCHS operations, see Page 3, fill in form and return with your check. 

 

 

 

 

First Prize includes Bill’s crafted tomato label which can be hung at a window or 

on a wall.  Craftsman Allen Dixon lent his skills in the hand lettering on the piece.  

Another offering, pictured at left, 

includes a feather pendant in iri-

descent  art glass and a one of a 

kind wall clock fashioned from a 

recycled bottle.   

Second prize, as pictured, is the 

gorgeous blue striped art glass 

bowl and Mr. Wise’s signature 

dragonfly necklace. 
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Spring Cleaning?!!! 

 

To take advantage of this alone time, why not purge like you’ve never done before!!!  Cleaning out a 

closet, attic, storage trunk, whatever, will help you feel a bit more in control.  Before you start, plan the 

attack– keep, trash, donate– and then get to it!  If you’d like to donate to our Recycle Dorchester sale, 

please know that you can drop off on our porch anytime.  If you’d like a donation slip, leave your name 

only on your donation and we will get an acknowledgement to you.   

 

Why not organize or DELETE the photos that are on your phone?  You can save your photos to your 

computer, a flash drive or in the cloud, printing your favorites for your refrigerator or frame.  Old family 

photographs, tintypes, etc. , should  NOT be put in traditional photo albums.  You can, however, use 

three ring binders and archival sheet protectors or photo sleeves in small acid free boxes.   

 

 

 

 Calendar of Events 

Due to COVID 19, we have suspended our upcoming events indefinitely.  We hope to reinstate 

and reopen soon.   

Please renew your membership if you 

have not done so for 2020.  Thank you 

for your support. 


